BEHIND THE SCENE

accordance with its treaty obligations to allies. This guide is cal
honour.’ / ‘ .
In all that the American and British masses had no say or auth ]
information. Mr. Churchill’s dictum, ‘At no time was the right
criticism impaired’, is substantially misleading. The rz'gh_t may
continued, but the public expression of criticism, at t.:he time w.
might have done good, was in practice much restricted. The
and broadcasting, in England as in America, were co.n!:rf)lle
official agencies which effectively operated to reduce criticism
minimum, and quite apart from that, the newspapers and radio
thoroughly permeated by Communists. Writers of my own expe
ence and knowledge were virtually excluded, or they would hav
much eatlier and in suitable terms, what Brigadier Maclean’s Am:
top-sergeant said when he saw that Red Army trucl‘cs rolling
Belgrade in 1944 were American ones: ‘It makes you sick to t
these unprintable unmentionables having all this good Am
equipment.” At that time the world did not know of atom bo_m ;
when it did learn of them was for some years told that America
monopoly, but in fact, under ‘Lend Lease’, atomic compound
went to the Communist Empire and no doubt remains now
secrets of manufacture also travelled that way, from sources Am
and British. Further, the industrial capacity of the Soviet En
behind the Urals, was being greatly expanded in the same
and that was something not so important for the outcome of the ‘
War as for preparing a third. .
Nevertheless, up to the very last one means rer.named of
good these deeds and forcing the Communist Empire to ‘concl
war in the spirit in which it was begun, namely, by hbeFa
nations overrun. This was to send the American and British '
right across Germany and beyond and let them do the lib
However, that possibility was foreseen too, and arrangements
preventit. In 1943 Mr. Hopkins thought ‘there was no unders
between Great Britain, Russia and ourselves as to which army sh
be where’ after the defeat of Germany. Either this lack of unders [
ing was carefully nurtured until the Red Army stood on the B
line, which meant the bisection of Europe and a third war unless
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grace of God should avert one (man would not be able to), or an
understanding to that effect was reached.

In that last stage Mr. Hopkins, possibly all unknowing, was acting
as the chief instrument of a mechanism of power controlled and per-
meated by Communism. Soon after the invasion of Normandy he
telegraphed a warning to President Roosevelt against meeting M.
Churchill ‘without Uncle Joe’. The vital matter of who should occupy
what ‘zone’ dragged on in some committee and eventually settled itself
in the shape visible today: the extension of the Communist Empire to
Berlin. The British and American military commanders, given free
hand, could have occupied all Germany and much beyond.

At last, as if Stalin himself were planning every detail, Mr. Hopkins’s
four years approached their climax. In October. 1944, when the last
coup alone remained in doubt, Mr. Cordell Hull resigned the American
Secretaryship of State (Foreign Office). He was the one experienced
professional still near, the hub of affairs and for years had been by-
passed, Messrs. Roosevelt and Hopkins sending  their dispatches
through military channels so that they should not reach his eyes or
those of American ambassadors abroad. All checks and restraints were
now slipped. A man of standing, Mr. James Byrnes, might have been
appointed, but some years before had told Mr. Hopkins to ‘keep the
hell out of my business’. A completely unqualified one, Mr. Edward
Stettinius, was therefore selected; his part was to do what Mr. Hopkins

said.

This determined the shape of the American delegation to the vital

Yalta Conference, where all that had been hatched was to pop out of
the egg. Its four leading members were President Roosevelt, Mr.
Hopkins, Mr. Stettinius and Mr. Alger Hiss; three had but a short time
to live and the fourth was a Communist. M. Hopkins was in reality
the chief delegate. He only left his bed to attend full meetings; the
American delegation otherwise gathered in his bedroom. The place

of meeting (in Soviet territory) was chosen by M. Hopkins, who
over-rode all objections of Mr. Roosevelt’s other advisers. Mr.
Hopkins says that President Roosevelt was already unclear of under-
standing; nevertheless he remembered to tell Stalin ‘privately’ that the
. British ought to give Hong Kong back to the Chinese, who were
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